
25th Congress, 
2d Session. 

[ SENATE.] [419] 

PETITION 

OF 

GRAFTON TYLER, AND OTHERS, 

PRAYING 

The establishment of a department of the Government to promote the 
interests of agriculture, of science, and of the mechanical and fine 
arts. 

May 3, 1838. 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress 
assembled: 

The undersigned 
Respectfully represent : 

That they are deeply impressed with the importance of p. department of 
the Government, to promote the great interests of agriculture, of science, 
and of the mechanical and fine arts; and they submit to Congress whether 
such a department should not forthwith be founded by its authority. Your 
memorialists are of opinion, that if such a department were established, an 
officer appointed to preside over it, with the necessary assistants, and a 
suitable building or buildings erected in which collections of seeds and 
plants, of geological and minerological specimens, of paintings and statuary, 
and of curiosities might be deposited, every enlightened American citizen 
would feel that he had a property therein, and deem it a pleasure to add to 
the valuable treasure it might contain. It should be the duty of this depart¬ 
ment to gather information and specimens, on the subjects embraced in its 
design, from all quarters and sources, and to impart information to all who 
might desire it, especially to the schools and youth of the country. Under 
this department, well administered, there would arise at the capitol of the 
Union, a national museum and repository of agricultural improvements of 
science and art, which would prove of extensive and enduring utility. 
Your memorialists say nothing of the details of the plan, their purpose 
being merely to invite the attention of Congress to the general design, which 
they regard as of great interest to the country. 

Grafton Tyler, M. D. J. R. Thompson 
Nichs. Stonestreet Owen Kelly 
Jno. H. Sothoron R. W. Harrison 
John C. Jenifer C. L. Jones 

Blair & Rives, printers. 
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